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Agritainment in PHX East Valley 
 

Agriculture 

 Agriculture has been thriving in this region of Arizona for centuries. With the warm climate 

and elaborate canal system, agriculture in Arizona today is the second largest source of 

revenue at $10.3 billion contributed to the state’s economy according to Arizona Experience. 

 Approximately 15,000 farms and ranches dot Arizona’s diverse landscape, with an 

estimated 94 percent being family owned businesses.   

 Between 2007 and 2012, the number of farms and farmers grew by 28 percent in Arizona 

according to the 2012 Census of Agriculture report, while the number of farmers nationwide 

declined by 3 percent. 

 More than 40 farmer’s markets have cropped up throughout Central Arizona with 10 of them 

in Phoenix’s East Valley region. 

 Approximately 70 percent of Arizona’s water is used for crop production. True Garden, the 

first-of-its-kind vertical aeroponic food farm in the Southwest, is operated by solar power and 

can reduce the region’s agriculture water consumption while growing produce year-round.  

 A grassroots, circularly compost-to-farm-to-table organization in Phoenix’s East Valley—

Recycled City— encourages composting by businesses and individuals, distributes Farm 

Boxes to individuals and supplies produce for more than 30 of the farm-to-table and locally-

sourced restaurants in the area.  

Business of Agritainment 

 The Town of Queen Creek established a 242 acre Agritainment District, recognizing the 

economic, cultural and community value the agritainment movement brings.  

 

http://arizonaexperience.org/land/farming-and-ranching
https://www.azeconomy.org/2014/09/featured/the-changing-face-of-agriculture-in-arizona/
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 Today, agritainment initiatives in Queen Creek bring in more than $10M annually from 

visitors. Conservative estimates for growth put agritainment spending at $19M per year by 

2023.  

 On the forefront of Arizona’s agritourism and agritainment boom is the fourth-generation 

farm, Schnepf Farms with more than a quarter of a million visitors per year. 

 Queen Creek Olive Mill is Arizona's first working olive farm, with 1,000 trees on 100 acres, 

and is a sustainable olive farm and mill producing Arizona’s only extra virgin olive oil.   

 Hayden Flour Mill is the first solar-powered mill in the country located on the fourth-

generation Sossaman Farm in Phoenix’s East Valley where they grow and mill some of the 

world’s oldest varieties of wheat, sell their product retail and teach classes on the property. 

 One of the first agri-hoods in the country (agricultural centered planned neighborhood), 

Agritopia was originally a 1920s farmstead in rural Arizona. Today it is a 450 single-family 

home community with 22 acres of farmland along with retail and commercial space.   

 

About PHX East Valley 

PHX East Valley is a dynamic region of the Southwestern United States that has experienced 

tremendous growth during recent decades. The East Valley Partnership, spearheading the PHX 

East Valley campaign, collaborates with civic, political, business, education and community 

leaders throughout the region made up of: City of Mesa, City of Tempe, Town of Gilbert, City of 

Chandler, Town of Queen Creek and City of Apache Junction. 

 


