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Briefly describe your business.  
Schnepf Farms is a one of the premiere agritainment businesses in 
the U.S. Our goal is to provide a unique and quality family 
entertainment atmosphere that educates and informs the public 
of agriculture and farming in a fun and diverse way. We focus on 
Arizona Agriculture in an effort to leave a lasting legacy of the 
generational family farm.  
 
Designated as an “Arizona Treasure” we are more than just a 
farm. The venue is enjoyed by more than a quarter of a million 
people during the year and through seasonal festivals, weddings, 
concerts and events, we are one of the largest agri-tourist farms in 
the country. In addition, we are the largest peach grower in the 
state and this year we celebrated 50 years of growing peaches in 

Arizona and held our 20th annual spring peach festival.  
 
When did you create/or become the CEO of the business? 
The farm has been a family business since 1941. I took over the business in the early 90’s, right before 
my father passed away in 1994. Ironically, I never wanted to be a farmer. I earned my business degree 
and was aspiring to become a lawyer. I went back to the farm to earn and save money for law school but 
fell in love and never left.   
 
Briefly describe your executive role. 
My role varies from day to day. I drive the farm every morning to check on the property and see what 
needs to be done and check in with the employees. Most days I have a series of meetings to go over all 
that goes in to running the farm and all its counterparts. With all the visitors we receive each year, I 
make it a point to meet and mingle with customers as best I can to provide that wholesome farm feel.  
 
Do you live in the East Valley? 
Yes, in fact our family used to live on the farm up until a few years ago when we made the move to 
Gilbert – a whole six miles away. We love the East Valley and wouldn’t want to put down roots 
anywhere else. The convenience and quality of life here is incomparable with all that the East Valley has 
to offer including restaurants, shops, recreational activities, performing arts, etc.  
 
Why did you choose to headquarter your business in the East Valley? 
The farm was established here back in 1941. I have had opportunities to take the farm elsewhere but 
have never pursued the opportunity because it is a great area to live and play with the family.  
 
How does your business give back to the community?  
Schnepf Farms is a big advocate of giving back to the community. We host a ton of fundraising events 
throughout the year for local school, the performing arts, non-profits, etc.  
 
Does the company have any sustainable initiatives or programs? 
We are the first farm in the nation to use 100% renewable energy. 
 



 
 

 

How do you balance work and family life? 
This is a family business. I inherited the farm from my parents; my wife and I run the business now and 
our four kids have been a part of the business starting at age six.  
 
Living on the farm we were consumed by the business, working around the clock. Since moving off of 
the farm and out to Gilbert, distancing ourselves a bit, it has helped us separate our personal life from 
our business life. My wife and I work around 60 hours a week but family always comes first. We are avid 
travelers and love to take family trips.  
 
Do you have any tips to share with fellow professionals? 
Find something you enjoy and are passionate about.  
 
 
 
 
 


