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The Arizona State University (ASU) Biodesign Institute, located in Tempe, 
addresses today’s critical global challenges in healthcare, sustainability and 
security by developing solutions inspired from natural systems and 
translating those solutions into commercially viable products and clinical 
practices. 

 
 
 

Briefly describe your day-to-day activities. 
As the executive director at the Biodesign Institute my days are never the same. I am involved in 
budgeting, strategic planning for the future and operations of this multidisciplinary research center.  In 
addition, I attend senior leadership meetings with other ASU leaders, work to develop industry partners, 
and run a research lab investigating biological mechanisms to prevent cancer. At Biodesign we are 
working on a global program that connects research entities and attracts new researchers to the Valley. 
I believe the key to success is to collaborate with partners and reach out to the community. 
 
When did you join ASU? 
Dr. Michael Crow recruited me to lead the Biodesign Institute in 2012. I moved from Houston, Texas, 
because I was impressed with ASU’s academic vision and saw an opportunity to help as outstanding 
research programs were evolving in the Valley.  
 
What do you enjoy about the East Valley? 
PHX East Valley is a great place to live—there is a wealth of outdoor activities, sports, arts and 
entertainment. Personally, I spend a lot of the time in Tempe, where the Biodesign Institute is located. 
My wife and I enjoy the bi-annual Tempe Arts Festival and attending university sports events. We have 
also explored many of the hiking trails in the greater Phoenix area. 
 
Does your business give back to the community? 
ASU’s Biodesign Institute gives back in a number of ways. We host exhibits for high school and middle 
school students so that they can learn and explore and we host major outreach events for families. In 
addition, a lot of the Institute’s research has been translated into intellectual property which has led to 
the formation of 12 startup companies in Tempe, Chandler and Phoenix.  
 
The Institute also gives back to the community in a large economic way. Last year, the W.P Carey School 
of Business developed an economic impact study that calculated the Biodesign Institute’s economic 
impact at $1.5 billion over the last ten years and predicts it to reach $2.9 billion over the next ten. 
 
How do you balance work and family life? 
I do spend a lot of time in work-related activities. However, my wife and I take time to enjoy Northern 
and Southern Arizona by hiking and exploring the outdoors. I am proud of Arizona for preserving so 
many of its natural resources. 
 
  


